PART iv: 1764-70
humour of wishing to retire to a desert.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, you
have desart enough in Scotland.9
Although I had promised myself a great deal of instructive
conversation with him on the conduct of the married state,
of which I had then a near prospect, he did not say much
upon that topick.
When I censured a gentleman of my acquaintance {Lord
Auchincleck] for marrying a second time, as it shewed a dis-
regard of his first wife, he said, "Not at all, Sir. On the con-
trary, were he not to many again, it might be concluded that
his first wife had given him a disgust to marriage; but by
taking a second wife he pays the highest compliment to the
first, by shewing that she made him so happy as a married
man, that he wishes to be so a second time.9 And yet on an-
other occasion, he owned that he once had almost asked a
promise of Mrs Johnson that she would not marry again, but
had checked himself. I presume that her having been mar-
ried before had, at times, given him some uneasiness; for I
remember his observing upon the marriage of one of our
common friends [Bennet Langton], 'He has done a very
foolish thing, Sir; he has married a widow, when he might
have had a maid.'
We drank tea with Mrs Williams. I had last year the
pleasure of seeing Mrs Thrale at Dr Johnson's one morning,
and had conversation enough with her to admire her talents,
and to shew her that I was as Johnsonian as herself. Dr John-
son had probably been kind enough to speak well of me, for
this evening he delivered me a very polite card from Mr
Thrale and her, inviting me to Streatham.
On the 6th of October I complied with this obliging in-
vitation, and found, at an elegant villa, six miles from town,
every circumstance that can make society pleasing. Johnson,
though quite at home, was yet looked up to with an awe,
tempered by affection, and seemed to be equally the care of
his host and hostess. I rejoiced at seeing him so happy.
He played off his wit against Scotland with a good
humoured pleasantry, which gave me, though no bigot to
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